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Presentation Notes
Jamaica’s population and development programme over the past twenty (20) years has been framed by the principles, goals and objectives of the ICPD Programme of Action. Today, we are expressing our strong commitment and reaffirmation of these principles, as we move to achieve sustainable development within the context of Agenda 2030 and implementation of the Montevideo Consensus. Jamaica has experienced several challenges in the preparation of this report. Nevertheless, we are presenting some of the main highlights/findings.



Introduction 
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Jamaica has made some advancements in its population and development programme. While advancements have been made, several challenges remain. These challenges are primarily triggered by the particular vulnerabilities and external economic shocks that countries of the Caribbean sub-region face as small island developing states. These vulnerabilities, including the impact of natural disasters,  the negative effects of climate change, and high levels of indebtedness, have constrained our efforts towards sustainable development. Notwithstanding, Jamaica has over the years, learnt many valuable lessons, in the implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action. These experiences have formed the basis of the articulation of the initial stage of our implementation of the Montevideo Consensus for the period 2013-2017.



Implementation of the 
Montevideo Consensus on 

Population and 
Development in Jamaica 



Institutional Mechanism 

 Focal point for population and 
development in the PIOJ 
 
 Population Thematic Working Group 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An important thrust of the Montevideo Consensus is the establishment of a “permanent institutional structure devoted to population and development issues”.  Jamaica, as early as the 1990s revised our national Population Policy and developed a National Programme of Action on Population and Development in 1995 consistent with the principles and objectives of the ICPD Programme of Action. Through this approach, monitoring of the ICPD Programme of Action was operationalized into our existing Population Policy framework. This framework continues to be an effective structure in the Planning Institute of Jamaica for population and development issues. Note that Jamaica has from as early as 1983 established a multi-sectoral Population Policy Coordinating Committee to monitor its National Population Policy, 1982.The mechanism has now been renamed the Population Thematic Working Group of Vision 2030 Jamaica – National Development Plan.



POLICY 

 Revision of the National Population Policy 
 Revision of the National Youth Policy  
 Revision of the National Policy for Senior 

Citizens 
 Finalization of the National Policy on 

International Migration and Development 
 National Policy on Poverty and Programme of 

Action on Poverty Reduction 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In line with the policy framework thrust of the Montevideo Consensus, Jamaica has scheduled for the next 5 years, the revision and formulation of several critical policies and strategies to address the changing demographics of the country.  The revision of the National Population Policy will be done within the context of the provisions of Montevideo Consensus, the sustainable development goals of Agenda 2030 and Vision 2030 Jamaica – National Development Plan. This will continue to reflect the linkages between population and development. 



POLICY 

 Draft Diaspora Policy 
 
 Formulation of the National Policy on Sexual 

and Reproductive Health 
 
 Revision of the National Policy on Poverty 

Reduction and a Programme of Action 
 
 National Social Protection Strategy 

 



Population Ageing and Social 
Protection 

 Research on the population ageing 
 
 Labour Market Reform Commission 
 
 Pension Reform 

 
 “Harnessing the Demographic Dividend in 

Jamaica” utilizing the National Transfer 
Accounts Methodology 
 

Presenter
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Significant work and dissemination of data and information on the ageing of the population and its impact on families, older persons, social and economic development have been and will be done.  Research on older persons by the University of the West Indies, Mona campus, was completed in 2014, as well as the Report on the ageing module of the 2012 Jamaica Survey of Living Conditions in 2015. These sources have provided key national level statistics on the population in various thematic areas.  There are in fact several indicators mentioned in the Operational Guide for which the country would have appropriate data to track.The issue of population ageing has been integrated into the Vision 2030 Jamaica planning framework.We look forward to work with ECLAC on the National Transfer AccountsWork has already been completed on the Labour Market Reform.



Sexual and Reproductive 
Health 

 Integration of  elements of the HIV/AIDS 
Programme into the National Family 
Planning Board  

 
 Policy on Reintegration of teenage mothers 

in the formal education system 
  
 Adolescent SRH issues 
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Mr Chairman, prior to Cairo, Jamaica had  fairly successful family planning, maternal and child health and sexually transmitted infection programmes. The major problem was that these programmes were not fully integrated at all levels of the primary health care system. Today, Jamaica is pleased to report that we have established a mechanism for integrating elements of the HIV/AIDS Programme into the National Family Planning Board programme as one of the responses to comprehensive sexual and reproductive health with support from UNFPA and UNAIDS.  Jamaica has made significant strides over the years in reducing its total fertility rate from 6.0 children per woman in the 1970s to approximately 2.4 children at present; however, adolescent fertility remains a challenge. There is considerable work to be done as we tackle adolescent pregnancy and also the sexual and reproductive health needs of adolescents.  In 2013, the Ministry of Education unveiled the Policy on Reintegration of teenage mothers in the formal education system. This is to ensure that all teenage mothers are able to return to the formal education system and are encouraged to pursue their academic goals and break the intergenerational transmission of poverty. In regards to adolescent health, we have made definitive steps to advocate, through policies and programmes for the administration of sexual and reproductive health service, treatment, counselling and care to minors. There is also the establishment of adolescent-friendly centres; multi-sectoral support for the National Strategic Plan for Pre-Adolescents and Adolescents; and the development of an Action Plan for standards of care. 



International Migration and 
Development  

 National Policy on International Migration 
and Development 
 
 Harnessing the potential of the Jamaican 

diaspora. 
 Plan of Action for the Reintegration of 

Voluntary Returned Migrants 

Presenter
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Jamaica has adopted the policy position that international migration can benefit country of origin, country of destination and the migrants themselves. In light of this, we have developed a comprehensive and integrated national policy on international migration and development and a Draft Diaspora Policy is being formulated.  The overall Policy Goal is to ensure that “International migration is adequately measured, monitored and streamlined to serve national development goals embodied in Vision 2030 Jamaica”.  The Policy on International Migration has been tabled in Parliament as a White Paper.Focus on the integration of involuntary returned migrants.



MTF Population Priorities 



Inclusive 
Growth and 
Sustainable 

Development  

Development 
and 

Protection of 
Human 
Capital 

National 
Security and 

Justice 

Economic 
Stability, 

Growth and 
Employment 

Environmental 
Sustainability 
and Climate 

Change 
Response 

MTF 2015 – 2018: Achieving Inclusive Growth 
and Sustainable Development 
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6 Sector Strategies and 37 priority actions relating to population for the period 2015-2018.





NEXUS – ICPD 
Beyond 2014, 

SDGs, Montevideo 
Consensus, SIDS 



 
 

Alignment 

15 
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The structure governing the three development frameworks are similar as they seek to bring Jamaica on a path to sustainable development. They are established on the same guiding principles with people and sustainability at the core. The processes are integrated and feed into each other. Utilizing existing mechanisms such as Thematic Working groups and sector committees. Implementation is ongoing and largely dependent on partnership and continued stakeholder involvement.There is some alignment within and across these three processes. A Rapid Integrated Assessment conducted by UNDP found that there is 91% alignment between Vision 2030 Jamaica and other national frameworks with the 2030 Agenda. This is among the highest levels of alignment globally. STATIN undertook an assessment to determine the national capacity to monitor the SDG indicators and found that 59 are being produced, 73 has data to be produced and 92 not availableAssessment of the alignment between the Montevideo Consensus and the 2030 Agenda SDGs, showed that approximately 63.0 per cent (62/98)  of the Priority Measures are aligned to SDGs. The other indicators are not aligned either because they were not aligned to the SDGs or they were not relevant to Jamaica.Examination of the goals and national outcomes of Vision 2030 Jamaica and the Montevideo Consensus showed that there is 48.0 per cent alignment. The areas in the MC which have no alignment were related to gender and were not explicitly articulated in the Medium Term Socio-Economic Policy Framework (MTF) 2015-2018.
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MAJOR 
ACHIEVMENTS 



Major Achievements (cont’d) 

 Significant progress in legislation and policy 
reforms relating to children, adolescents, youth, 
elderly, persons with disabilities, trafficking in 
persons, sexual offenses, international migration 
and development 

 
 Substantial reduction in population growth 
 
 Reductions in fertility among all reproductive age 

groups, including adolescents 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Integration of population considerations into all    national and sectoral development policies, plans and programmes including Vision 2030 Jamaica National Development PlanFertility rate at 2.33 per woman on averageDesign and implementation of a national programme, targeting adolescents’ sexual and reproductive health issues including adolescents with disabilities that is considered a first in developing countries Facilitated the development of national policies on senior citizens and persons with disabilities



Major Achievements (cont’d) 

 Life expectancy at birth  -  over 73 years 
 

 Multisectoral partnership in the implementation of 
population and development programmes 

 
 Substantial reductions in mother-to-child transmission of 

HIV and deaths due to HIV/AIDS 
 
 Reductions in infant, child and maternal mortality 
 
 Universal access to quality and affordable health 

services 
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Life expectancy at birth on target for reaching 76 years for both sexes by 2030 



Major Achievements (cont’d) 

 
 Universal access to primary and secondary 

education 
 
 Reduction in average household size 

 
 Health and Family Life Education Porgramme in 

the education system 
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Facilitated the development and institutionalization of a Health and Family Life  Education Programme in the education system



GAPS 
and 

CHALLENGES 



Gaps 

 Focus on data, capacity building and 
accountability 
 National Statistics Systems 
 Strong training and education 

programme  
 Further engagement with CSOs  
 Strengthen areas relating to SRH 



Challenges 

 Financing 
 Public education and awareness 
 Insufficient capacity 
 Policy 
 Governance 
 Data 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Effective implementation of the Montevideo Consensus requires a commitment to funding in a region where vulnerabilities are many and can severely hamper any efforts towards achieving sustainable development. Therefore we wish emphasis to be placed on the need for continued technical and financial support to population and development programmes at the regional and national levels. Jamaica wishes to place on record, our appreciation for the work being done by the UNFPA Sub-regional Office and ECLAC and strongly urge that continued and increased resources be provided to that office for sustainability of the work being done in the Caribbean sub-region.Based on forecasts for several areas in the population and development programmes, we run the risk of eroding gains made if the wide scale and drastic removal of such critical development resources continue. Within the context of the objectives of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, Jamaica reiterates the call for additional resources to countries caught within the middle income trap.
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Continuing focus on reduction in fertility among adolescents and youth as a strategy to break the inter-generational transmission of povertyConcerted efforts in addressing infant, child and maternal mortality and HIV/AIDS and chronic non-communicable diseasesEnsuring the integration of population ageing in all development policies, plans and programmes Greater efforts at incorporating population growth and distribution in urbanization and climate change policies and planning, in pursuit of achieving a healthy environmentGreater focus on the role of international migration and the Diaspora in national developmentEnsuring that human rights and gender equality issues are integrated into all policies, plans, programmes and projects and Greater focus on collection, management and dissemination of quality data.
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